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PURPOSE 

The aim of this preparation work is to help you gain knowledge of the vital vocabulary, people and 

pieces of legislation which underpin success in the A-Level Politics course. 

 

TASKS 

The Politics Team would like you to complete three tasks for your first Politics lesson in September. These 

have been designed to help bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level study in terms of knowledge 

and vocabulary: 

 

1. Please define the terms in section A. These terms all link to the first topic we will study in 

September – Voting Behaviour and the Media. Please summarise your definitions into one 

complete sentence of exactly 15 words.  

  

2. Research into the eight pieces of legislation listed in Section B. Briefly state which party passed 

them, when, what the legislation was about, and what the impact has been. 

 

 

3. Look into the five “key thinkers” outlined in Section C. Please provide three key beliefs of each 

person, alongside their picture.  

 

Your first Politics lesson in September will start with a mini-quiz on this information, so please take 

your time with it, and make sure you have learned the information, not just completed the tasks. 

 

RESOURCES 

 
 

- When searching online, put “politics” in your search, along with the key term 
 

- https://www.legislation.gov.uk/  
 

- https://www.parliament.uk/  
 

- https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/collections/profiles-of-key-political-thinkers   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/
https://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/collections/profiles-of-key-political-thinkers


Section A – Define the key terms in exactly 15 words 

 
Politics  

 
 
 
 

Power  
 
 
 
 

Authority  
 
 
 
 

Legitimacy  
 
 
 
 

Mandate  
 
 
 
 

Democracy  
 
 
 
 

e-Democracy  
 
 
 
 

Pluralism  
 
 
 
 

Electorate  
 
 
 
 

Franchise  
 
 
 
 

Political Apathy  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Political Hapathy  
 
 
 
 

Participation Crisis  
 
 
 
 

Turnout  
 
 
 
 

Voting Behaviour  
 
 
 
 

Differential Turnout  
 
 
 
 
 

Mass Media  
 
 
 
 

Partisan Alignment  
 
 
 
 

Partisan Dealignment  
 
 
 
 
 



Section B – Legislation 

Legislation Detail 

Magna Carta, 1215  
 

 

Human Rights Act, 1998 
 

 

Good Friday Agreement, 1998 
 

 

Constitutional Reform Act, 2005 
 

 

Equality Act, 2010 
 

 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act, 
2013 

 

 

European Union (Withdrawal 
Agreement) Act, 2020 

 

  

 
 

 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and 

Courts Act 2022 

 

 

 

 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2517
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2517
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2517
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839


Section C – Key thinkers (Use this website: https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/collections/profiles-of-key-political-thinkers)  

 

Thinker Beliefs 

Edmund Burke 
 

 

Michael Oakeshott 
 

 

John Locke 
 

 

Karl Marx 
 

 

Anthony Giddens 
 

 

 

REMINDER: Your first Politics lesson in September will start with a mini-quiz on this information, so 

please take your time with it, and make sure you have learned the information, not just completed the 

tasks. 

 

https://www.tutor2u.net/politics/collections/profiles-of-key-political-thinkers
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwitqbWvvOHiAhUoA2MBHZO0BQUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fipa.org.au%2Fipa-review-articles%2Fedmund-burke-conservative-or-libertarian&psig=AOvVaw3RXB7V5JPQqkDp-pQ8zCkt&ust=1560343961002607
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjE0sW4vOHiAhWSkxQKHf3ZA8oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanwithoutqualities.com%2F2016%2F08%2F09%2Fmichael-oakeshott-and-the-postulates-of-individuality%2F&psig=AOvVaw2hx1F8v1qFXedfnK-67IiD&ust=1560343974133512
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiz5bLDvOHiAhUNahQKHcfyAH0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJohn_Locke&psig=AOvVaw1eNKzrA8UtvflRdSnVVq98&ust=1560343991252214
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi20IPNvOHiAhXBAmMBHa9jCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Finfed.org%2Fmobi%2Fkarl-marx-and-education%2F&psig=AOvVaw3kPhaxn5NLrgxwfIdZaV-X&ust=1560344014634544
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj-rI7WvOHiAhVz7OAKHZ4uBfoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Feducation%2F2011%2Fmar%2F04%2Flse-libya-anthony-giddens-gaddafi&psig=AOvVaw3SmkhIYtvuFC7F7aRJrUzZ&ust=1560344036881095


Preparing for A Level Politics  

Are you hoping to study Politics at A level?  
 
Are you interested in learning more about how Great Britain and Northern Ireland is governed at this important time?  
 
Are you interested in discovering more about the American political system? 
 
If so, then please see the pages below for actions you can take to further your interests, and prepare for Year 12 and Year 13: 
 

1. Preparing for the A Level Course – start to explore the topics and their foundations that you will study throughout the A level course.  

2. Develop as a Political Student – general reading around/watching videos/listening to podcasts etc. to develop your political knowledge and understanding. 

To be a successful student of Politics, it is vital that you keep abreast of current affairs; the political landscape is ever-changing and immeasurably important. You can do this by watching the 
news, reading newspapers (either the print version or via online apps) and listening to podcasts. 
 
Twitter is used by journalists, politicians and politicos alike, to share news and information as well as discuss political issues. Below are users you could follow on Twitter for information, 

news and views: 

@BBCPolitics and @BBCLauraK (for summaries of all the important stories, and links to articles) 

@TelePolitics and @DailyMailUK (or any other newspaper of your choice – or even more than one!) 

@bbcquestiontime (the UK’s most-watched political talk-show: BBC Question Time) 

@POTUS and @realDonaldTrump (the President of the United States of America) 

@postpolitics and @HuffPostPol (for American political stories) 

@haveigotnews and @PoliticsJOE_UK (for a satirical take on US and UK Politics) 

 

Success at A level requires an ability to evaluate political ideas and make judgments about whether you agree or disagree with them. The questions considered during the course are not 
merely intellectual ones, but practical ones too: Should referendums be used more widely? Should the voting age be lowered to 16? Should Yorkshire have a regional Parliament? 
 
This guide is designed to provide you with reading, watching and listening lists to help you gather important, background knowledge that will widen your political expertise.  
 
Please collate your research, notes and any questions you have together in a folder. If you do go on to study this course with us in Year 12, you will be able to start by sharing your 
preparation and thinking with your teacher and other students in the class. Specifically, you will be asked to share the three most interesting pieces of information you have learned, two 
questions you are ready to ask and one thing you would like to know more about (you will need to make a note of these). We cannot wait to hear what you come up with! 
 
THE PAGES BELOW WILL HELP GIVE YOU IDEAS FOR WHAT YOU CAN DO TO DEVELOP AS A POLITICAL STUDENT AND PREPARE FOR AN A LEVEL IN POLITICS. 



Preparing for A Level Politics 
 
At Ridgewood Sixth Form we follow the Edexcel A level in Politics (2017). You will study and be examined in three different components: 

Component One: UK Politics and Core Ideologies 

Component Two: UK Government and Anarchism 

Component Three: Government and Politics of the USA 

We have outlined each component for you below. This will support you to start doing some research and reading around the topics that you will cover during the two-year course.  

If you want a starting point, in the September of Year 12 we look at what happened in the 1979, 1997, 2010 and 2019 Elections.  

 
Component One: UK Politics Component Two: UK Government Component Three: Comparative Politics (USA) 

This section explores the nature of politics and how people 
engage in the political process in the UK.  
 
Students will investigate in detail how people and politics 
interact. They will explore the emergence and development 
of the UK’s democratic system and the similarities, 
differences, connections and parallels between direct and 
indirect democracy. They will focus on the role and scope of 
political parties that are so central to contemporary politics, 
including the significance of the manifestos they publish at 
election time and their relevance to the mandate of the 
resulting government. This section allows students to 
understand the individual in the political process and their 
relationship with the state and their fellow citizens. 
Students will examine how electoral systems in the UK 
operate and how individuals and groups are influenced in 
their voting behaviour and political actions. This component 
will further examine the role of the media in contemporary 
politics. It will also give students an understanding of voting 
patterns and voting behaviour.  

Politics is ultimately about people, but most political 
decisions are made by a branch of government whose 
roles and powers are determined by a set of rules: the 
constitution.  
 
This component is fundamental to understanding the 
nature of UK government, since it enables students to 
understand where, how and by whom political decisions are 
made.  The component also gives students a base of 
comparison to other political systems. The component 
introduces students to the set of rules governing politics in 
the UK, the UK constitution, which is different in nature 
from most of the rest of the world. It further introduces 
students to the specific roles and powers of the different 
major branches of the government – legislative, executive, 
and judiciary – as well as the relationships and balance of 
power between them and considers where sovereignty now 
lies within this system. Students will explore the following 
key themes: the relative powers of the different branches of 
UK government; the extent to which the constitution has 
changed in recent years; the desirability of further change; 
and the current location of sovereignty within the UK 
political system.  

The USA has been considered by some to be a ‘beacon of 
democracy’. As a world power, understanding the nature 
of US democracy, and the debates surrounding it, is crucial 
given the considerable impact that the USA has on UK, 
European and global politics. 
 
Students will explore the US Constitution and the 
arguments surrounding this guiding document of US 
democracy. In learning about the key institutions of 
government in the USA and analysing the manner in which 
they achieve this power and exercise it over their citizens, 
students will judge ultimately whether ‘liberty and justice 
for all’ has been achieved in the USA. Students will be 
expected to highlight the debates on the nature of 
democracy in the USA and evaluate the extent to which it 
remains an issue. The impact of the US government on the 
world beyond its borders is increasingly a feature of 
international politics. Students will begin to engage with this 
interaction by comparing and contrasting politics and 
institutions in the US with those in the UK. This will develop 
a wider understanding of politics as a discipline, 
underpinned by the theoretical concepts of comparative 
politics. 

 

The following link will take you to the A level Politics specification on the Edexcel website where you can explore the course in more detail: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf


Developing as a Political Student 
 

The students who achieve the best results in the A level Politics course ensure they are knowledgeable about current political events, issues and beliefs.  
 

You can use the reading material, podcasts, video links and useful websites below to do that, and gain other valuable background information.   
 

Reading Material Podcasts Online Video Links Useful Websites 

These books are relevant for Component One: 
 
Essentials of UK Politics by Andrew Haywood 
 
UK Government and Politics by Neil 
McNaughton 
 
 
 
These books are relevant for Component Two: 
 
Essentials of Political Ideas: For A Level by 
Andrew Haywood 
 
The Blunders of Our Governments by Anthony 
King and Ivor Crewe 
 
 
These books are relevant for Component 
Three: 
 
American Politics and Society by David McKay 
 
Governing America: The Politics of a Divided 
Democracy by Robert Singh 
 
US Government and Politics Annual Update by 
Anthony Bennett 

The BBC Politics Podcast– A regular podcast 
which reviews the important issues of the 
day. 
 
Stitcher Podcast – This podcast focuses on 
the key issues which are studied during the 
A level course and is produced for a student 
audience.  
 
The Westminster Hour – The “Big Beasts” 
of politics (past and present) are 
interviewed in this 60-minute podcast. 
 
Beyond Westminster – This podcast looks 
at how decisions made in Parliament affect 
the rest of the country. The podcast also 
looks at the state of affairs in the UK’s 
regions.  
 
Tales from the Lobby Podcast – This new 
podcast speaks to serving politicians and 
Civil Servants about the mechanics of 
politics. It is often a more light-hearted 
listen than other podcasts.  
 

The Cameron Years (BBC iPlayer) – Drawing 
on exclusive interviews with the former PM, 
this series explores his leadership, the 
events leading to the EU referendum and his 
impact on our political landscape.  
 
Taking Control: The Dominic Cummings 
Story (BBC iPlayer)– To some he is an evil 
genius; to others he is a master strategist. 
This film examines his role in Brexit and 
beyond. 
 
The Invention of Boris Johnson (on 4oD and 
All4)– This documentary builds a picture of 
how Boris Johnson became PM.  
 
Brexit the Uncivil War (on 4oD and Netflix) – 
This drama looks at the trials and 
tribulations of the 2016 Brexit referendum 
campaigns. 
 
Trump’s War on the Border (on 4oD)– This 
film gives an insight into life on the US-
Mexican border as Trump pursues his 
campaign promise to build a wall.  
 
Angry, White and American (on 4oD) – The 
interviewer travels across the US to find out 
why Donald Trump resonates with so many 
people. 
 

All of the day’s political stories in one 
place: 
www.politicshome.com 
 
 
Political news from a more liberal 
perspective: 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics 
 
 
Political news from a more conservative 
perspective: 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/  
 
 
Research-based blog, which analyses 
current political problems from a range 
of A level topics: 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/ 
 
 
Breaking US news and analysis: 
https://www.politico.com/ 
 
 
Facts and analysis about US Politics: 
http://www.rollcall.com/ 

 

The list above is certainly not exhaustive, so if you are interested in learning more, you could do your own research and explore more. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/

